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There is a refrain from an old Joh
SDep\§e5 tupe that touts the adage, |
ohey i tds good t§
again.o On Jun e}
quite significariit and appropriatd  §
for Denton County as thousands of §
items from 4,000+ collections re- [
turned to the Courthouseon-the-

Square after an absence of over 1

years.
The items were originally part of g
division ordered by Denton County
Probate Judge Don Windle in a 1958
lawsuit. Part of the Denton County &=
collection stayed with the Court-
house Museum while these items
were awarded to the now defunct
Denton County Historical Museum,
Inc. The latter museum, once locat-
ed in the former Outlet Mall on
North Interstate 35, ceased to exist the county.

in 2009 when it became financially unviable.

Dento County Judge Mary Horn, along with County
Commissioners Bobbie Thompson, Ron Marchant and
Andy Eads admire some of the historical items returned to

Photo: Joe Duncan

That part of the collection was given to the CoIEjlo Photograph _Collectlon con.5|st|ng of over
000 i mages; and-efaoseph

lin County Historical Society (CCHS) for the pro-3 0.
posed North Texas History Center in McKinney; B0tebook.

museum that was never built. The efforts of Den- Judge Horn expressed her gratitude to all who
ton County Judge Mary Horn; Ray Roberts, formwerked to bring the collection back to Denton

OHC Vol. Ap- | chairman of the Denton County Historical Muse-County.
preciation, p14 | ym, Inc.; and Ted Wright, Vie€hairman of the The collection is currently being cataloged and
OHC Youth Collin County Historical Museum, led to the re- properly preserved under the auspices of the Den-
é\i?"r')i‘iry Coun-1 . \rn of the artifacts. tqn County Office_of History and Culture and its

' Among the items returned are the Jagoe Colledirector, Peggy Riddle.
Preserve Amerq .. . .. .
icaYouth tion that includes many original documentsfrom Anot her | ine from the ol
Conf,p15 Jagoe Abstract Co. relating to early land transacf eel s | i ke a | ong | ost fr

tions in the county; the Bruce Davis/Loveless Styhese old friends back home...again.i DJ Taylor

TRIVIA: From its establishment in 1883 until it was disbanded and sold in the 1940s, the county
operated a oDenton County Poor F &aemagé5foravbwer e was
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A message from our county chair, Dr. Charlotte Mooneyhani
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T Charlotte

Collin County Historical Society & Denton County Celebrate Return of Artifacts

- . LEFT:

7 Mary Carol Strother, Mu-

seum Director for the Col-

lin County Historical Soci-

ety (CCHS); Ted Wright,

CCHS ViceChairman: and

Jim Bundy, CCHC board

member, look on with

Denton County Office of

Hi story and Cul't

cation and Tourism Coor-
sdinator Gretel L
as she checks out the re-

turned collections.

Photos: Joe Duncan

Inset, right:: DCHC member Beth Stribling. Office .".’:. \
of History and Culture Director Peggy Riddle, and « *,* '\
Kelsey Jistel, OHC Museum Services Coordiinator ,*." !

* @
» ® .
look over returned photos. . ,'.:'
a 0
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BACK INTHE BACK WATERS

By Alec Williams
Many long years spent on what is now the ChaiRanch
gave me many hours and days to explore the countryside.
Most folks, looking at a map of Denton County can pick out g
Milam Creek, and note that it flows into Clear Creek, which
eventually ends up i madealk e
originally went into one of the EIm Forks of the Trinity, and

from there to the sea.

Thereds a nameless tribut l ong
miliar with. It starts just south of the missile base on the far
reaches of North Locust, and it goes downhill from there,
unt il it crosses our proper , bt owi

fair of trees and little islands, and wonderful worlds for chil-
dren to explore and wade in. It goes through the woods,

trns a corner, and cuts through the land at the foot of a beneficial to man, and they should be encouraged. There are

vt\\l/\eeon;)s/ f?r?r to(;“ﬁ;] Srnedrrr[hgg dcmgﬁscﬁfsngﬁrgﬁ V\;]at);]gogﬁrjdz t2| raccoons and possums. | personally think that when God got
9 9 9 td of sewer rats, he invented possums. Nevertheless it

the foot of an old mesa we padysLdydio i |o|ThaenyH ou
Now herebés a story in it Sth?elaltén you fnary wdy hc 6o§r§bssonﬁe|p@)ﬁletu¥edfb9,
stone and shale and sedimentary rocks. The limestone is
from the sea of the ancient Cretaceous Period, when much
of Texas was under a long forgotten sea. We used to hun{
all sorts of fossils here, and there were plenty of remains
from the ancient sea life from tiny shells made of joined

vl v

eat possum. .

That brings us to the subj ec
hem on TV and in the moviésthe black critter with a

white stri Thereds even a

spheres to large nautilus no'fgstar Ieéof threateJt ese segmrn Iym%arm(lfzjs litt] ecrea— o
the side of the hill here which will always be the Burgess Ft ( Sd i hey il spra I goo u will not be a apppy

sil Mi ne. Getting elected tron% ess Waasnn cor‘E)pa YMi uen
gessds first great achi eve'r‘r‘?é‘???t'fymth' e was once_a fearl es:
hunter, along with me, his brother Rick, and a whole bunch My birdwatcher friends in the county will point out that
there must be many winged Dentonites | have forgotten to
of us. mention. Indeed there are, including hawks, many song birds
Now this nameless tributary veers off to the west, and g y g ’

o . and buzzards. One summer, the latter stripped a pony car-
then through one direction and another. It is then conceal gss to the bones in twentiour hours. The sight of a buz-

lcr:rrthekwcr)odsrof_lrﬂerCrorss 'II'Ilmbr?rs,fuvr\rltll It ?nfsrsrklwtg?ni‘m zard floating high on the thermals will make a chicken nerv-
GeK proper. ere are all sorts ot ways o Wo SO, s . You candt really tell t

the history of Denton County. | mentioned one above. The

fossil history is part of our history. Think of all the critters," € V€T know until itd6s too Iat
So what have we got here? Water, critters, fossils, and of

though. ' _ cour e, te There are oaks, crubs trees elms berr 5
Es peci a 1 Yy I n t he de P t hs trg CO to 'EE ecar? EIUIE
aplenty. Some of it i snotthl kof Yeouc tmulbe%s§nqh§spﬁng§ rfSech ;

abound, and they can say they were here first. If they en

force that law, it hurts. Water moccasins abound here, to mons in the fall. Two words of caution on the latter. One:

h 0 i il h
If bitten, follow first aid procedures, and get to a doctor. Op E )é g 2 n 8 L r Ig © L g In 2 e d _r|1_\tN|0 . ! | ]?
the other hand, there are heaven knows how many specie of simmon tr 2 e b e ' sur e é n d s
birds. In the summer, the cicadas or locusts take over, an ’ tra |

there are a lot of them, to ?\lhrlg r%e'ﬂt%ﬁr (égqﬂla%tqrfﬁ b r?ré'({f the haanIesg IBok-n K.

Thereds plenty ofAf mercrsdmdcatfa:sm
for example. Be careful handling the latter. They have lng plgn?s thit Helie'icates | tﬁ es. Poison vy and poison

sons spines, and the effects may not be deadly, but they a?é‘k can ruin your appreciation of nature.
unpleasant What does all this add up tc

. . ) . ty before the white man came. Surely there was more game
There are all sorts of interesting critters. You might run y y 9

. - two-hundred years ago, but there are still a few places that
into an armadillé a throwback to the great age of mammalglr e more or less as theydve a

We caught one, flipped him over to see what was under- N
neath, and them set him to rights and let him go. They aré® N 0 Y - ltos all part of our
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134 Years Old, the Bethel Church Lives on at a New Location
ATreasured Community Landmark

By Cerise Cameron Blair
This is the story of an old church building that refused to

di e. I't became shabby, un 6 1t
beautiful steeple fell down and the structure was vacated nr !

ti mes by several congregat e afr
well today 134 years | ater e r ¢
story.

On March 29, 1870 F. M. Frie purchased two acres of lar
Denton County which wehers
from the Elisha Smith Survey 1160. A building known as tt
Frie Schoolhouse was built at the Northwest corner of that
parcel at what is now Highland Village Road and Rarm
MarkerRoad (FM) 407. In 1882 two acres of land on the
South side of that intersection were designated and destings
to become a church. As was the custom whenever there
no church, the Frie School was used as a church wheneve
minister was present and all denominations were welcome

attended.

e T

When settlers came to this area, most of the scattered pc ; Mo il Nl
. . 4 N . o 4. o 1 iy L P
ulation consisted of farmers and the land was fertile enough to k& Vil ’%ﬂ'ﬂ"ﬂﬁ?‘_ Ca Fe R i
grow oal most anythingé acc dBEnTRe QdBethehComnpupity @hgrehyn itgarigingle ¢ \
ter was available from springs, and settlers eventually dug tR§@tion and configuration along FM 407. _
own shallow wells. Windmills became a common sight cross PHOTO: DCHC Marker Website
the area. cover from a mild back injury.

In 1882 William Crawford built a church on this land to the  Rather than rebuild the tall, pointed steeple, the front of the
south and across FM 407 from the Frie School. In Septembeghurch building was squared off and a small steeple was rebuilt.
1883 a new church was organized there by Rev. M. L. BullargNote: after the church was moved to its present location, two more
with a membership of 14, who adopted the government of th%teeples fell off and had to be replaced)
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. (In 2016 and coincidentally,
th's land which 'S.Ju.St East of 'V'Off'ss _Road is now a large sh Bwisville and the old building was again vacant although the
ping center containing a netenominational church and severab, iqt church retained ownership for quite a while. At some
businesses and restaurants.) point, there was a title dispute between the Missionary Baptists
About the same time, the Frie School across the road  and the Presbyterian Church, but the old building and land were
changed its name and tieatirecommunity became known as eventually and finally sold to Grace Presbytery, who had ob-
the Bethel Community. tained the land covered by the same original Eisha Smith Survey
This church property on the south side of FM 407 was reor#1160. (Grace Presbytery is the governing body of the Presby-
ganized in 1890 as The Missionary Baptist Church and reor- terian Church in this area of North Texas.)
ganized again about 1927, with students from the Baptist Semi-All the land surrounding the chapel to the south and east
nary in Ft. Worth officiating as ministers. At one point, the  belonged to the Kirkpatrick family when in the summer of 1986,
church was Methodist, so Bethel became a truly Community the Rev. Robert Hanson and wife, Joann, moved to the area to
Church. In 1940 the Bethel School moved to Lewisville. establish and develop a new Presbyterian Church. The new
With the start of World War Il, history records the old church congregation became official in September, 1987.
church on FM 407 and many churches in general were left to - Bethel Chapel, still standing, was in very bad condition after
flounder and church doors were closed. In 1945 people in thgears of neglect. Once again, a new church community was
area decided to reorganize and form another generally comntgsurrected in the same building, on the same spot, and with the
nity church. same strong determination to refurbish the old Chapel building
The original building needed a new roof and many repairs. into a viable church home for yet another congregation.
The beautiful church steeple, designed by William Crawford, See O0Bethel Churché
was quite tall and very distinctive. Andrew Morriss who owne~ . ) .
the land surrounding the church was past 70 years old when | In the end, our society will be defined not only
climbed the high steeple to pull off and replace shirfigkesd by what we create, but by what we refuse to de-

promptly fell over 30_ feet and_onto a pile of old_ shingles. Luc} stroyfi John Sawhill (1936-2000) late president and
ly, a couple of days in a hospital were all Morriss needed to re CEO of The Nature Conservancy

At about this same time, the Baptist congregation moved to

4
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] with the new ofamilydé of feline
Bethel ChurCh1 continued from page 4 In late February, 1987, the still fairly sturdy old church build-

What sounds simple so oft eijnguva$darbflily IGaded onfba largetdilertafdullédlerdss ¢ h u
usable was not easy, but the Hansons and the new congrega&mhtry to its new site at 2100 Kirkpatrick Lane.
were determined to persevere.

A number of Presbyterians began to appear for services and
joined the new congregation. Winter Sunday services were
very ochillydé, according to i
sene heaters on more than one occasion to warm the old buigc%
ing. His wife Joann recalls bringing several crocheted afghans |
for use by those who sought to stay warm in the drafty old
building.

The sale of the property stipulated that the old church build-
ing had to be moved within %;@Inbeﬁ
By this time there were often approximately 100 members at-

The actual move was relatively uneventful.
The building was remodeled and an existing addition of two
roqms at the hack was completed., A shorter versio og]the

i r?alvsteepl Rl Bfalled in }%@8‘5 asLblse\ﬁoHSs yrkn idat® © k-
Bethel Chapel stands on this land today, having finally found
permanent home. A Texas Historical Commission marker
outside records its history.
Trinity Presbyterian Church loves the old chapel and takes
ave ingt)good car, to¢< ep it in tapotch cond'%tionwlt has

it (o

%t chutrch fiemBe v9e8dﬁ1{]s. Igengcte mca|]1yo S |

) ) ) i requests to use the chapel, the church prefers to restrict its use
tending services. This carried another set of challenges. in the hope that the old Bethel Chapel will still be as lovely a
hundred years from now as it is after 134 years of almost con-

tinuous use.

On the roadfi the old church building heads to its
new home on Kirkpatrick Lane.

Photo: Courtesy of Rev. Bob Hans

Prior to this, Grace Presbytery had purchased property at t
corner of Morriss Road and Kirkpatrick Lane in Flower Moun
for future expansion. Between that location and FM 407, wh
the old church building long stood, was entirely open land.
day this whole area is totally covered by more shopping cent§
several streets, churches and many sizeable private homes. §

Engineers were brought in to do a studyquld the old 9ear
old building even withstand a mideaver, good news pre- -~
vailed, and professional ohf =Spr e,
for the relocation.

Just as the building was being stripped of much of its insidelhe 134-year-old church continues to serve the area
flooring, etc. another event transpired inside when a mother dairmerly known as Bethel, now the Flower Mound
moved in and gave birth to 8 tiny kittens! History does not and Highland Village municipalities in southern Den-
rgcord what happeqed to the Kkitties, bgtjust the fact that the tOP County. Photo: DCHC marker website.
birth was recorded in several places gives hope that all was well

Tri1 vi a 7AArRSDé@tdn County Poor Farm was | ocated

Laney and Collins Roads in the Cooper Creek & Mi

and bare of any signs of its existence was/i s ne

mar kers removeds asalee tbheappoipeatyg party in 1949
5
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Dent on County Cel ebratets

THC Mar ker Dedi cated f

On a cool and sunny Saturday in April, LEFT:
people passing the Denton County Court- John B.
houseon-the Square (CHOS) likely did a Denton
double take and may have experienced (Shaun
fleeting thoughts of a time warp. On the Treat)
northeast corner was an old farm wagon; does a little
nearby a young person washed clothes with fact check-
an old scrubbing boafd a handoperated ing of the
wringer to the side; another youngster book, John
cranked the handle of an ancient device, B. Denton,
shelling corn; a teepee soared high a few with the
yards away; John B. Denton was spied author,
strolling the grounds. Nita Thur-

Wait, what? Actually it was the celebra- man.

Photo: Melissa
Carr.

tion of the 170" anniversary of Denton
Countyds formation. I
ning wheel demonstrations, a film of Den-  RIGHT:
ton from over 100 years ago and even a talk Debbie

by old John B. himself kept visitors enter- igzn'
tained. great -
In conjunction with the celebration, a grand-

Texas Historical Commission marker com- daught

memorating the contributions of Denton e
. Edna
County Home Demonstration agent Edna .
. : . Trigg
W. Trigg, the first female county agent in
Photo: Judy

Texas, was unveiled. Several Trigg descent -
ants were in attendance and took part in ]
FAR RIGHT: Connie Baker & Lee J.

the mar ker 08DJTagod i C at i ©appsman the 1935 Peter Pirsch fire
truck. Photo: Judy Clements

BELOW: John B. Denton (Shaun Treat)
regales the listeners with stories from

his adventurous life . Photo: Melissa Carr

\ L}
ABOVH:{R) Edna Tr iggrga nsd dgaruegahtt er s Bar
Cindy Johnson and DebdriandosdmsMink e
Pati Haworth, widow of Edna's -grea
granddaughter Gi na Magrre@atRomnsds am dVi
ce.o Phot o: Judy

or
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Ms.Alma Clark: Sharing the Quakertown Story

By Gretel L&Heur e unakewayformynew
The Denton County Office of History & Culture is fortunateh o me . 6

her |l ate husbandds ties t o doeatkgatheriotvenback ¢ rel
ries about the relocation of the Quakertown community whenroom, they are delighted to |
the residents were forced t seeMsoGlaekinttheir nmostl onao:
first park in 1921. and greet her with applause

oI am glad the Quakertown WlneerMariysStaygns
credits author Michell e GI alnewssghgmakgsga differy ing
Quakertown Storyé which bro@dg®e - t heSReo hoo
OMy husband was interviewe dargglifegtary. Mg Clarg 991

Ms. Clark especially likes the fact that Michelle Glaze listed afff§irS us so much. She acti =
Quakertownds inhabitants. ally, talked;te sorgeong who |
names and their house addr eldedinQuakestawgang o
up there, he was devastated when the Quakertown communiy" O Ws t he r e g
had to be moved. 6 a treasure. o

Now, Ms. Clark, who iTeen®8 vy A2mgCarkaglsohelped, ¢
Nows t o u Mhitedilads dours at t he NURRCHKATYBHEKEt v
torical Park where one of the remaining Quakertown houses With & Traveling Museum
located. TheWhite Lilactour is based on a historical fiction ~Presentation for 8 graders
book about Quakertown written by Carolyn Meyer who was at Dorothy Atkins Elemen-

inspired by Michelle Glazedkah¥coaah®Olf
local history. what the kids say in the

. - . . . cl assroom. The students arje Ve
e ot it s et s e ) ot o vt s i oo
and stories to share with the groups of elementary and middIchool year. _
school students who come through the Denton County Histori- T h€ stories are real, and |the)
cal Park. 0This is my husBhdadskmdwhethey sWiel k e @lkp hert
children as she holds up h ethatiyhespangdd not hayeihe grpastenity dogsee alkof thas ¢ ¢
the Quakertown house I lived in when I first moved to Dentorf"oW. It took such a toll on him. | just hope my children an
in 1962. | lived in it for 44 years until it was demolishedto ot her s can know the Quakertjown

D= 5
o —~
Vs o

Flower Mound Girl Scouts win Bronze Award for Cabin Efforts

On May 24, Girl Scouts Junior Troop 4007 earned their After learning about the log cabin discovery just down the
Bronze Award for raising awareness of the Gibgerant Log  street from their school, Liberty Elementary School, the Girl
Cabin in Flower Mound. To receive their bronze award, the Scouts knew they had their project. The girls held a fundraiser
highest award given to Junior Girl Scouts, the girls needed tocalled CabirAid and gave tours of the cabin located at 4801
complete 20 hours of work on a community project. Quail Run Drive.

The girls also filmed a short informational video highlighting
the past, present, and future plans for the cabin. In the informa-
tional video, the Girl Scouts interviewed OHC Director Peggy
Riddle, Flower Mound Mayor Tom Hayden, Flower Mound His-
torian Mark Glover, and local land developer Curtis Grant
about their role with the GibsorGrant Log Cabin.

As plans for the cabin begin t

can be used for future school and public toufs.Kelsey Jistel

LEFT: Girl Scout Junior Troop 4007 with their Bronze
Award certificates. Pictured left to right: Saige Lewis,
OHC Director Peggy Riddle, Jordan Flint, Maggie
Fogle, Troop Leader Jamie Bigelow, Sydney Chamber-
lin, Ashley Crosier, Troop Leader Jodie Flint, and

Maddy Bigelow.
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Denton County Hooch History

By Shaun Treat, Ph.D. 1 : e e
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http://www.nathanville.org.uk/web-albums/burgess/scrapbook/religion/pages/Paul-Denton-a-Methodist-preacher.htm#denton
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Upcoming Exhibits and Events

On Tuesday September #3he Denton County Office of History & Culture will open two
new exhibits. The main gallery will feature an exhibit on higher education in Denton Count
to kick off Hispanic Heritage Month, the second and third floor hallways will fed&arder Stud

ies a traveling exhibit from Humanities Texas. :
An opening reception will be held Tuesd ' lg f
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